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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
650 W. State Street | P.O. Box 83720 | Boise, Idaho 83720-0037
208-334-2270 | FAX: 208-334-2632
email: board@osbe.idaho.gov

November 16, 2011

Rakesh Mohan
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0055

RE: End-Stage Renal Program

Dear Mr. Mohan:

This report represents a thorough review of the end-stage renal program. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on the final report.

The Board of Education is in agreement with the recommendations made in this report. In
particular, the Board of Education agrees with the report’s conclusion that the end-stage renal
program’s mission is “not relevant to the missions of the Board of Education and the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation (IDVR).” Therefore we would recommend that the program not
remain with the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.

The report identified several recommendations for strengthening the program. IDVR agrees with
the need for these recommendations. If it is the Legislature’s decision to have the end-stage
renal program remain with IDVR then IDVR will implement a series of improvements to ensure
that the program is run in complete compliance with state rules and program standards.

Thank you again for this timely and objective review of the end-stage renal program.

Sincerely,

Mike Rush

Executive Director

MR/DA/jwp
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IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH « WELFARE

C.L.“BUTCH" OTTER - Govennor OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
RICHARD M. ARMSTRONG - Director 450W. Stale Street, 10th Floor
P.0O. Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0036

PHONE 208-334-5500

FAX 208-334-6558

November 16, 2011

Rakesh Mohan, Director

Office of Performance Evaluations
P.O. Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0055

Dear Director Mohan:.

We received a copy of the final draft of End-Stage Renal Disease Program and reviewed it for technical
accuracy as requested by the Office of Performance Evaluations (OPE). We compliment the report’s thorough
explanation of the history of the program, current eligibility and management issues, accountability and budget
concerns, and options to consider regarding the program’s future.

When Idaho’s End-Stage Renal Disease Program was established within the Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation over 40 years ago, new treatment and services for individuals suffering from chronic renal
disease were not covered by insurers. Thankfully, today that scenario has changed with Medicare, Medicaid,
and private insurance recognizing the value of essential treatments for kidney damage and failure. However,
there remain many diseases and conditions competing for limited dollars and other resources. It is, therefore,
more important than ever to review the practicality and equity of disease-specific programs during a time of
significant change in which the way health care is provided and reimbursed.

The Department of Health and Welfare supports Option One of the OPE Report — phasing out the End-Stage
Renal Disease Program. We also agree that the program should remain in the Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation to not only prevent a further disruption of services, but to avoid the unnecessary creation and
duplication of infrastructure necessary to administer the program.

The Department stands ready to work with the legislature, the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation, and
stakeholders in planning for the smooth discontinuation of the program and identification of other sources of
financial assistance or services for current participants.

I would like to express the gratitude of the Department ot Health and Welfare for the studious commitment the
OPE analysts made in providing a thorough and organized review of this program. We appreciate the
opportunity to provide our input and look forward to working with our partners in addressing the wishes of the
legislature,

Sincerely,

CHARD M. ARMSTRONG
Director

RMA/eb
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Idaho’s End-Stage Renal Disease Program

Office of Performance Evaluations Reports, 2008—Present

Publication numbers ending with “F” are follow-up reports of previous evaluations. Publication numbers ending with three
letters are federal mandate reviews—the letters indicate the legislative committee that requested the report.

Pub. # Report Title Date Released
08-01 Governance of Information Technology and Public Safety March 2008
08-02F State Substance Abuse Treatment Efforts March 2008
08-03F Virtual School Operations March 2008
09-01 Public Education Funding in Idaho January 2009
09-02F Higher Education Residency Requirements January 2009
09-03 Idaho Transportation Department Performance Audit January 2009
09-04 Feasibility of School District Services Consolidation February 2009
09-05F School District Administration and Oversight February 2009
09-06F Use of Average Daily Attendance in Public Education Funding February 2009
09-07F Child Welfare Caseload Management February 2009
09-08F Public Education Technology Initiatives February 2009
09-09F Management in the Department of Health and Welfare March 2009
09-10F Governance of Information Technology and Public Safety April 2009
10-01 Operational Efficiencies in Idaho’s Prison System January 2010
10-02 Increasing Efficiencies in Idaho's Parole Process February 2010
10-03F Use of Average Daily Attendance in Public Education March 2010
10-04 Governance of EMS Agencies in Idaho November 2010
10-05F Governance of Information Technology and Public Safety November 2010
11-01 Distribution and Sale of Liquor in Idaho January 2011
11-02 Coordination and Delivery of Senior Services in Idaho February 2011
11-03F Increasing Efficiencies in Idaho’s Parole Process February 2011
11-04F Idaho Transportation Department Performance Audit March 2011
11-05 Delays in Medicaid Claims Processing March 2011
11-06 Equity in Higher Education Funding November 2011
11-07 Idaho’s End-Stage Renal Disease Program November 2011
11-08F Distribution and Sale of Liquor in Idaho November 2011

Reports are available from the OPE website at www.idaho.gov/ope/
Office of Performance Evaluations PO Box 83720 Boise, ID 83720-0055
Phone: (208) 332-1470 Fax: (208) 332-1471





